


Anastasios, the Persian Righteous Monk-Martyr 
January 22 

 

 Saint Anastasios was a Persian by race, the son of a Magus, and a 
soldier in the Persian army in the days of Chosroes II, King of Persia, and 
Heraclius, Emperor of New Rome. The Saint's Persian name was Magun-
dat. 
 

 When Chosroes captured Jerusalem in the year 614 and took the 
Precious Cross away captive, Magundat heard the report of the miracles 
that came to pass through the Cross of our salvation. Being of a prudent 
mind, perplexed that an instrument of torture should be so highly honored 
by the Christians, yet seized with longing to learn their Faith, he diligently 
sought out instruction in the whole divine dispensation of Christ: His Incar-
nation, Passion, and Resurrection. When he learned what he sought to 
know, his soul was filled with wonder and joy. Withdrawing to the Holy City, 
he was baptized by Saint Modestus, Patriarch of Jerusalem, and became 
a monk, receiving the new name of Anastasios. 
 

 As he read the lives of the Saints and the accounts of the holy Mar-
tyrs, his heart was kindled with love for them to such a degree that he 
prayed to be counted worthy of a martyr's end like unto theirs. Finally, un-
able to contain his longing, he left his monastery. Encountering certain Per-
sian Magi at Caesarea, he rebuked them for their delusion. Since Pales-
tine was still held in the captivity of the Persians, he was taken before the 
Persian ruler, questioned, beaten, and imprisoned. He was then taken with 
other captives to Persia, where, after many tortures, refusing to espouse 
again the error of his fathers, he was hanged up by one hand, strangled 
with a noose, and beheaded. The translation of his holy relics is celebrated 
on the 24th of this month. 
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A warm welcome to our visitors and guests  
 

St. George is an Eastern Orthodox Church of the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America. 
We are glad to have you worshipping with us today. We minister to Orthodox Christians of all 
backgrounds. Holy Communion is a sign of our full unity of faith. Therefore, only Baptized and 
Confirmed Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves through prayer and Sacramental 
Confession may partake of this Sacrament. However, all are welcome to partake of the Blessed 
Bread of Fellowship and receive a Priest blessing at the end of Divine Liturgy. We also invite you 
to join us for light refreshments and coffee following the Service, where we will be happy to meet 
with you and answer any questions you may have about the Orthodox Faith. 

JANUARY 22, 2012  
 

Thirty -second Sunday after Pentecost  
& Fifteenth Sunday of Luke  

Holy Apostle Timothy & Anastasios the Persian  
 

 

Tone 7                                                                                       Eothinon 10 
 

         Sunday Service 
Orthros                 9:20 A.M.          Sunday School 9:15 A. M. 
Followed by Divine Liturgy        Confessions by Appointment Only 
 
 

On this day, we Commemorate: Venerable Joseph the Sanctified 
of Crete.  
 

Epistle: Sarah Aldouri. 
 

Ushers: UPON AVAILABILITY. 
 

Altar Boys: All  Altar  boys  are  encouraged and welcome to serve faithfully. 

 

St. Ignatius 
 

     There will be a meeting immediately following theDivine 
Liturgy on Sunday, January 22, 2012.  
      All members  need to attend in order to discuss unfin-
ished business from 2011 please. 
 

                                                                     St. Ignatius of Antioch President 
                                           Jamie Isaac 

ALL ST. GEORGE PARISHIONERS 
 

Starting January, 2012; all donations made to the Building Fund will be deposited in the Oper-
ating Fund.  













VERY IMPORTANT 
 

Good News!  We're Going Green! 
 

 To help save money for the Church to cover in-
coming expenses, the Parish Council voted on 
Wednesday, January 11, 2012 meeting to go 
"Green" and NO longer mail the Weekly Church 
Bulletin into homes. All other parishes in the An-
tiochian Archdiocese have also gone "Green" with 
their Church bulletin.  
 Effective March 1, 2012, the Church bulletin 
will be e-mailed to parishioners. If you have an e-
mail account, please provide it in the 2012 Parish-
ioner Information Form. Don't forget to turn your in-
formation form by February 29th. Only 100 Church 
bulletins will be printed each Sunday and placed in 
the Church vestibule so the faithful pick it up when 
they enter the Church. The Church bulletin will also 
be available on the Church web site at:   
h t t p : / / w w w . s t g e o r g e- e l p a s o . o r g 
  
                                    The Parish Council thanks you for your support.                    

Teen SOYO Thanks You for your Support! 

We are almost there! 
          Thank You to All who have support the October 
SOYO Special Olympics Awareness Day Collection. 
  

           One Hundred and Ninety (190) parishes and individuals 
have contributed $48,340.03 to the 2012 Special Olympics Sports 
Camp.  With the annual $8,000 contribution that comes from the Order 
of St Ignatius, we are just $2,000 shy of meeting our budget for the 
2012 Special Olympics Ministry of Teen SOYO. 
 

           Our St. George Church family sent a total of  
$ 175.10 from the Special Tray Collection that our 
Teens had on the third Sunday of October, 2011. 
 

With great appreciation, 
V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F Purpura  
Department of Youth and Parish Ministry 
PO Box 389 
Westwood, Massachusetts 02090 
deptofyouth@orthodoxyouth.com  

http://www.stgeorge-elpaso.org/
mailto:deptofyouth@orthodoxyouth.com




THE FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD 
 

 The celebration of the Baptism of our Lord in the Jordan River reveals wondrous salvi-
fic events: 
 

 The Mystery of the Holy Trinity was revealed. 
 The waters were blessed by Christ and ceased to be waters of the fall and became waters 

of renewal (Holy Water). 
 Any demonic influence over water was ended. 
 A model of Baptism was established for the followers of Jesus Christ. 
 The sin of the old Adam was washed away and buried in the waters. 
 The Forerunner John the Baptist was blessed by Christ. 

 

 The word Theophany (meaning manifestation of God) comes from the apostolic 
passage, ñGod was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached 
among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in gloryò (1 Timothy 3:16). Another 
name for the Feast is Epiphany (meaning manifestation from above), ñthe grace of God that 
brings salvation has appeared to all menò (Titus 2:11). A third name is the ñFeast of Lightsò, 
as Christ reveals Himself as the ñLight of the Worldò (John 8:12). 

House Blessing: The Purpose 
 

 The Annual Blessing of homes is a custom of special beauty and significance. We 
again ask Christ to bless and enter into our homes and our lives. We ask Him to be with us, as 
we desire to be with Him. We ask that by the sprinkling of blessed water, the Holy Spirit renew 
us, our families and our lives in our homes. As Christ brought salvation to the house of Zac-
chaeus; we ask for the same for all dwelling in our homes. 
 

House Blessing: The Order 
 

 The house being cleaned and ready, we dress in an honorable manner (as we 
would for Church). When the Priest arrives, we greet him at the door, having turned off 
any radio, TV, or other noise based element. Animals that may cause disruption should 
be placed out of the way. On a small table before icons, a small but wide-mouthed bowl 
full of newly blessed water is placed. Together with a list of names of those who reside 
in the home, a lighted candle and censor (if you have one) are also placed on the table. 
These items are arranged prior to the arrival of the Priest. At the beginning of the ser-
vice for the blessing of the home, a family member leads the Priest throughout the 
home, carrying the lighted candle. The rest of the household follows and then returns to 
the table for the final prayer and blessing with water upon those present. 



 

THE EPISTLE 
 

 (For the Thirty-Second Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

The Lord will give strength to His people. 
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God; ascribe to the Lord 

honor and glory. 
 

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to St. Timothy. 
(4:9-15) 

 

Timothy, my son, the saying is sure and wor-
thy of full acceptance.  For to this end we toil and 
strive, because we have our hope set on the living 
God, Who is the Savior of all men, especially of 
those who believe.  Command and teach these 
things.  Let no one despise your youth, but set the 
believers an example in speech and conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity.  Until I come, attend to the 
public reading of scripture, to preaching, to teach-
ing.  Do not neglect the gift you have, which was 
given you by prophetic utterance when the council 
of elders laid their hands upon you. Practice these 
duties; devote yourself to them, so that all may see 
your progress. 

HOLY BREAD 
 

        Please see the New Holy Bread 
Calendar for the year 2012. If 2 fami-
lies offered every Sunday (For the 
health of the living and/or in Memory of 
the departed members). We should be OKAY for the 
whole year. We have 52 Sundays in the Year. 
 

                                                                         Thank You 

  

 

All St. George Parishioners 
 

 Please let Fr. George know AT LEAST ONE WEEK 
prior to the Sunday you are offering with the names of 
the living and departed beloved ones and if it is a ME-
MORIAL SERVICE or REMEMBRANCE ONLY so it can 
be in the Bulletin on time. It is your responsibility to call  
to order the Holy Bread and make sure it is at Church by 
8:00 A. M. that Sunday.  
                                                                        Thank You 

    
       To offer refreshments for any Sunday please  
call Fr. George or the office @ 584-9100. 







 

 

  

 












